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"What do ye
more . . .?"
The Sermon on the Mount
teaches that Christians must not
be satisfied with anything
less than a life of superior
moral quality.

By ARNOLD KURTZ
"What do ye more than others?" (Matt. 5:47) is a
searching and disturbing question. The Sermon on the
Mount, in which this question was asked, is not an
evangelistic sermon directed toward the unchurched—it
represents the teachings of Jesus as directed toward His
disciples.
The question is, What do ye? Not, What believe ye?
The test is not a theological test, but a moral test. What
are you doing? How do you live and act and conduct
yourself? The point our Lord would impress on us may
be simply stated: We must not be satisfied with anything
less than a life of superior moral quality.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus had been giving a
series of illustrations of superior righteousness. In the
last verses of Matthew 5 He offered His climactic illustration. It teaches us that the love of one's enemies is not
merely one virtue among many. It is the highest ethical
demand, the highest moral imperative that can be laid
upon human conduct. It calls us to a life of superior
moral quality. Please notice the incentives by means of
which He summons us to such a life:
1. There is the incentive of a command that cannot be
ignored: "Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou
shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say
unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you" (verses 43,44).
Because of the nature of its demands, here is a command that cannot be ignored. Christ contrasted this
command with the standard ethic as taught by the teach-

ers of the day, a standard that did not appear in the Bible
at all: "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love
your neighbor and hate your enemies.' " (This may have
been a perversion of Leviticus 19:18.)
Instead of facing up to the demands of love, they tried
to avoid them by quibbling over who one's neighbor
might be. He had to be an Israelite, one of their own
kind, and by implication, anyone outside the circle was
to be hated. But Jesus shattered such artificial barriers,
stating, in essence, "No, I want the walls down, I want
the fences down, this is not a case where fences make
good neighbors; this is a case where fences restrict love,
and I want you to love those whom you call your
enemies."
Furthermore, this command of Jesus cannot be ignored, because of the nature of the love it requires. What
is Jesus commanding when He exhorts us to "love our
enemies"? Jesus uses a word that describes a new
attitude toward people. It involves the kind of love God
has toward all people, whether they be good or bad. It
expresses itself as invincible, indestructible good will.
Unlimited in its scope, it is all-inclusive, unrestricted.
The love of which Jesus speaks involves an act of the
will. It is a principle. It is not something that simply
happens. Until we have experienced love on this level,
Jesus says we do no better than pagans or publicans.
Jesus used the tax collector as an illustration because he
was deeply disliked by his countrymen, yet even he
could show kindly feelings toward his friends and family. It requires no effort to love the quiet couple in the
next door apartment. But those neighbors whose hi-fi set
and noisy children give us no rest day or night—well,
that's another thing!
Jesus' commandment cannot be ignored, because of
the high ideal it represents. Some say it is on too high a
plane, that it is beyond our reach. With few exceptions
Christians and non-Christians have spoken highly of the
teachings of the Sermon on the Mount. Their objections
to it revolve around their opinion that it is impractical to
follow in everyday life. It is so far above ordinary
conduct, it is argued, that people don't even take it
seriously. For instance, if a businessman tried to live by
the ideal he would go bankrupt.

The ideal towers above the practical
To be sure, Jesus' command makes a heavy demand
on human nature, but what ethical standard worthy of the
name does not? The ideal always towers above the
practical. We are evading the issue when we tell ourselves that it is unattainable. As Browning saw it, "A
man's reach should exceed his grasp, Or what's a heaven
for?" Christ calls us to a superior quality of life, with a
command intended to keep us morally on the stretch.
2. There is a call to a superior quality of life by the
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Here Jesus points to the highest possible example of
moral conduct—God Himself. Be like God, your Father
in heaven, He says. What does the Father's example
teach us? One thing it teaches is that our treatment of
others must never depend upon what they are or what
they do to us, but must be governed entirely by their
condition and need.
There are people who are evil and foul and unjust, who
ignore or even defy God, for whom, nevertheless, He
sends His rain to water their crops. He sends His sun, and
it is His sun. He could withhold its life-giving rays. He
does not say, Serve Me and I will serve you; ignore Me
and I will ignore you. Our Father is not governed in His
treatment of others by how they treat Him or by what
they deserve, but by His own love, which seeks only
their best good.
If we examine ourselves we cannot but recognize that
our lives often are controlled by what other people do and
think about us. Just take a look at one day in our
lives—perhaps yesterday. Think of the unkind thoughts
we had, the ugly feelings and the hurt or anger we felt.
What was it that produced those feelings and that unhappiness? How much of our thinking, and acting, and
feeling is governed by somebody else?
Christ indicates that we must develop a self-detached
objectivity toward others, characterized by good will. A
phrase from our stewardship literature is helpful here,
"disinterested benevolence." It is not benevolence
without interest or concern—but good will without selfinterest or self-regard. When we develop this characteristic we will see people in a new way.
Jesus Himself is the supreme example of this kind of
self-detached objective love. It has always been a mystery to me how Jesus' first words spoken from the cross

involved a prayer for His executioners: "Father, forgive
them; for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34).
The only explanation is that He was not exerting an
extreme effort of the will to repress feelings of hate, but
His was a different way of seeing people. He saw through
the covering layer of filth and sin and recognized a child
of God beneath. He saw people, not as they were, but as
they might become through the Father's grace.
But Christ wasn't the only one who developed this
ability. A little later we see Stephen praying under the
hail of stones that would crush him to death, "Lord, lay
not this sin to their charge" (Acts 7:60). He had been
granted the miracle of seeing these cruel men in a new
dimension—as souls for whom Christ died.
What happens when Christ's kind of love fills our
souls is that we come to invest people with what Helmut
Thielicke has called an "alien dignity"—a goodness is
attributed to them that is not manifestly natural to them.
As a youngster, Thielicke and some of his classmates
were tormented by an aggressive young ruffian. One day
they watched as the boy's father, a highly honored and
respected man, left the boy at the school gate. They
noted how he patted his son's head and his cheeks, how
he continued to wave as they parted. At once they saw
the boy in a new light—still a bully, but a boy loved by a
good man. A kind of alien dignity, the splendor of a good
man's love, now lay about him.
"What do ye more than others?" Jesus asks. If you
love only the lovable how are you better than the tax
collectors?
3. There is the incentive of a powerful motivation to
summon us to the superior life: "But I say unto you,
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good
to them that hate you, and pray for them which de-

In a mother's heart
By HERMAN T. ROBERTS
What's in a loving mother's heart?
The sweetness of the rose,
The fragrance that its blooms impart,
The patience as it grows.

What's in a mother's memory?
Her children's joys and tears,
The thoughts of things that used to be
That linger through the years.

What's in a mother's tender hands?
The gentle loving care,
The touch of faith that understands
The power that lies in prayer.

The gentle fragrance of the rose,
The tender touch of love,
The joys that every mother knows,
Are given from above.
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spitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be the challenge, arms in readiness. It was impossible to keep
children of your Father which is in heaven" (Matt. 5:44, strict discipline, and I began to feel rather foolish. My
soldiers answered the questions of the children, and I saw
45).
Here we find the secret of how Christ's commandment one old warrior throw a kiss to a little golden-haired tot
can be fulfilled. The answer lies in the phrase "That ye on a doorstep. 'Just the size of my Lisa,' he muttered.
may be the children of your Father which is in heaven." Still no sign of ambush. We rode straight to the open
When Jesus told His followers to love their enemies square that faced the town hall. Here, if anywhere,
He obviously did not consider it impractical and im- resistance surely was to be expected.
"As I reached the hall and the guard was drawn up at
possible to do so. It appears that such a thought did not
even occur to Him. Do it, He says, as sons of your attention, an old white-haired man, who by his insignia I
surmised to be the mayor, stepped forward. He walked
Father.
It is to be expected that children should partake of the down the steps straight to my horse's side, and with hand
Father's nature. When you receive Christ you become a extended cried, 'Welcome, brother!' One of my aides
partaker of the divine nature, with the potential for loving made a gesture as if to strike him down with a sword, but
as He loved. A Christian cannot for the sake of con- I saw by the face of the old mayor that this was no trick
venience, expedience, or safety set aside his nature any on his part.
" 'Where are your soldiers?' I demanded.
more than a minnow can transform itself into a bird when
" 'Soldiers? Why, don't you know we have none?' he
in danger of being swallowed by a bass.
replied in wonderment.
"Be ye perfect"
" 'But we have come to take this town.'
" 'Well, no one will stop you.'
Christ's final statement should encourage rather than
" 'Are there none here to fight?'
discourage us: ,"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
"At this question, the old man's face lighted up with a
Father which is in heaven is perfect" (verse 48). Remember that the word "perfect" is translated from a rare smile that I will always remember. His words were
word that can mean "mature." Maturity when applied to simple:
" 'No, there is no one here to fight. We have chosen
people indicates a process. Christ calls for growth, for
progress. The Father's love is the ideal. By our daily Christ for our Leader, and He teaches another way.'
"There seemed nothing left for us to do but to ride
choices and by the grace of God we may move toward
that ideal until we shall have reached the fullness of away, leaving the town unmolested. It was impossible to
Christ's stature. As partakers of the Father's nature we take it. If I had ordered my soldiers to fire on those
have the potential for growth into His likeness. Don't smiling men, women, and children, I knew they would
attempt to avoid the implications of that fact.
not have obeyed me. I reported to headquarters that the
There is no power like love. "Charity never faileth" town had offered unassailable resistance, although this
(1 Cor. 13:8). Every failure in human relationships is a admission injured my military reputation. But I was
challenge to our love. Love's invincibility is illustrated in right. We had literally been conquered by these simple
a story related long ago by a colonel in the Austrian folk who followed implicitly the teachings of Christ." *
The shame of Christianity is its failure to take Jesus'
army. "I was commanded," the old colonel began, "to
march against a little town in the Tyrol and lay siege to it. teachings seriously. "What do ye more than others?" the
My confidence in the success of the venture was Master asks. If you love only those you like, what reward
dampened by a remark from a prisoner we had taken. is there in that? How are you, then, better than publi`You will never take that town,' he said, 'for they have an cans—tax collectors?
Christ summons us to the superior life—to a life
invincible leader.'
" 'What does that fellow mean?' I inquired of one of particularly superior in love. He commands us to love
my staff. 'And who is this leader of whom he speaks?' even our enemies, He points us to the ideal of the
"Since nobody seemed able to answer my question, I unlimited, undiscriminating love of our Father, He
doubled my preparations in case there should be some moves us with the possibility and the challenge of being
true to our nature as Christians.
truth in the report.
In our human nature we cannot measure up—we
"As we descended through the pass in the Alps, I saw
with surprise that the cattle were still grazing in the cannot love our enemies. But there is hope: "And hope
valley and that women and children and even the men maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given
were working in the fields.
"Either they are not expecting us, or this is a trap to unto us" (Rom. 5:5). It is "shed abroad in our hearts"!
catch us, I thought to myself. As we drew nearer the We love, not with our love, but with His—the love that
town we passed people on the road. They smiled and enabled Him to pray on the cross, "Father, forgive them;
greeted us with a friendly word, and then went on their for they know not what they do." There is hope! By His
grace we can be like Him.
❑
way.
"Finally we reached the town and clattered up the
Condensed from The Friendly Story Caravan, by Anna Pettit Broomall, published by J. B.
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